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quent  to  the  time  I  fent  you  the  cafe,  feem 
to  have  been  in  no  way  violent  in  regard  to 
her  own  feelings,  notwithftanding  her  ftrict 
perfeverance  in  its  ufe,  to  a  very  confiderable 
extent.  I  cannot  difcover,  that  either  her  fto- 
raach  or  bowels  have  been  in  any  degree  ma- 
terially affedled.    The  urinary  organs,  which 
at  firft  feemed  to  be  confiderably  ftimulated 
by  this  remedy,  in  a  fhort  time  became  total- 
iy  infenlible  to  its  a6lion.    Sicknefs,  and  a 
enfe  of  languor,  which  prevailed  at  the  com- 
Tiencement,  have  never  fince  been  induced 
3y  its  operation,  fo  long  as  the  proportion  of 
he  remedy  was  not  increafed.  In  fome  cafes, 
lowever,  it  muft  be  obferved,  in  order  to  fup- 
Drefs  fo  violenta  fpafm,  larger  dofes  of  the 
litrate  of  lilver  may  be  found  neceflary,  than 
ivhat  are  here  employed  :  even  in  the  pre- 
ent  cafe,  the  quantity  to  be  given  cannot 
3xadly  be  defined,  but  muft,  in  a  great  mea- 
ure,  depend  upon  the  effedts  it  produces.  It 
s  well  known,  that  powerful  remedies  admi- 
iiiftered  pundually,  and  in  fmall  quantities  at 
.  time,  are  oftentimes  much  more  efFedtual 
han  when  adminiftered  in  larger  dofes.  The 
•refent  complaint,  (as  far  as  I  have  witnefled), 
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is  an  evident  example.  On  the  contrary,  in 
the  treatment  of  the  various  fpecies  of  tetanus, 
niufk,  opium,  and  others  of  a  truly  antifpaf- 
modic  nature,  are  required  to  be  adminiftered 
in  very  confiderable  dofes,  as  fmaller  ones 
have  but  too  often  been  found  ineffedlual ; 
yet,  in  the  generality  of  fpafmodic  complaints, 
1  think  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  fuch  ex- 
ceflive  quantities  ought  never  to  be  ventured 
on,  until  fmaller  dofes  are  found  not  to  avail. 
I  have  only  had  two  cafes^  where  1  have  found 
it  necelTary  to  increafe  the  quantity  of  the  ar- 
gentum  nitratum  beyond  gr.  i\  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day,  and  where  a  lefs  proportion  feera-  i 
ed  ineffedual.  To  fhew  that  Tome  conftitu- 
tions  can  bear  much  larger  proportions  of  this 
remedy,  than  others,  the  following  is  a  ftri- 
king  example  :  In  the  autumn  of  1798, 1  had 
under  my  care  two  female  patients,  (whofe 
names  I  am  not  authorifed  to  mention),  affed:- 
ed  with  epilegfy  to  a  very  confiderable  degree, 
both  married  women,  nearly  of  the  fame  age, 
both  ftout,  and  inclined  to  corpulency,  and 
in  both  of  whom  the  feverity  as  well  as  fre- 
quency of  attack  feemed  nearly  equal :  one, 
however,  had  the  advantage  of  a  free  country 
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air,  while  the  other,  from  her  birth,  had  beefi 
accuftomed  to  a  town  refidence;  yet  both 
feemed  equally  comfortable  in  their  refpec- 
tive  fitaations  in  life.  In  both  thefe  cafes,  I 
began  by  prefcribing  precifely  the  fame  quan- 
tity of  the  remedy,  gr.  ^  per  diem.  In  the 
courfe  of  eight  or  ten  days,  the  medicine  feem- 
ed evidently  to  have  good  efledts  in  one  in- 
ftance,  while  in  the  other  I  could  not  obferve 
any  alteration,  or  fenlible  relief  from  it  what- 
ever. This  induced  me  to  increafe  the  quanti- 
ty to  gr.  ^  per  diem  in  the  latter  cafe,  while, 
in  the  former,  I  continued  the  proportion  as 
before.  After  a  perfeverance  in  this  increafed 
quantity  for  feveral  weeks,  a  manifeft  relief 
was  obtained.  Such  a  material  alteration  was 
fo  fuddenly  produced,  that  her  hufband,  (a 
man  of  great  fagacity  and  judgment),  was 
pleafed  to  think,  that,  by  a  due  obfervance  in 
the  proper  application  of  diet  and  exercife, 
we  fhould  be  able  entirely  to  defeat  this  for- 
midable difeafe.  Through  a  want,  however, 
of  perfeverance  in  thefe  too  particulars,  the 
fits  again  returned,  at  which  time  I  increafed 
fhe  quantity  to  \  gr.  per  diem,  and,  notwith- 
flanding  the  great  difproportion  in  thefe  two 
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dpfes  of  the  medicine  employed,  I  cannot 
I  was  able  to  difcover  any  difference  in  tlf 
power  of  its  effedls  :  though  the  proportio 
was  widely  different,  the  effedls  produce 
feemed  equal  in  force. — I  am  aware  I  hai 
already  trefpalfed  too  much  upon  your  timqi 
but,  allow  me  to  add,  that,  when  the  dofe,  jj 
the  firft  inftance,  was  increafed  to  gr.  ^  pM 
diem,  the  exceflive  licknefs  and  naufea,  tlfl 
load  and  oppreflion  at  the  ftomach,  the  verd 
go  terminating  in  partial  blindnefs,  were  i 
great,  as  to  compel  us  to  reduce  the  propo 
tion  to  its  old  ftandard. 
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